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PROJECT MEDLARS 


The first major step of the National Library of Medi- 
ine in applying machine technology to medical indexing has 
been brought to a successful conclusion (see Bull. Med.Libr. 
ss. v. 49, no. 1, pt. 2, January 1961). A fundamental con- 
lusion was that a storage and retrieval system could not be 
lesigned as a by-product of the publication system; if prog- 
ess is to be made the objectives must be reversed. 

With encouragement from the National Heart Institute, 
he Library has planned the outlines of a computer system to 
e known as MEDLARS (Medical Literature Analysis and Re- 
tieval System). Specifications and background data have 
een submitted to over 45 systems development firms, asking 
or unpriced proposals by April 10. The proposals will be 
arefully reviewed and a contract negotiated before July. 

This will be a two-year research and development ef- 
ort, with the first year devoted to planning and design and 
e second to instrumentation and installation. At the end 
f this contract period NLM expects to have a computer-based 
ibliographic system in operation. Three objectives have 
een specified: 

1. Compilation of recurring bibliographies of the cur- 
ent literature in broad fields (e.g., camcer or cardiovas- 
lar research) at differing time-intervals. Up to 50 such 

Moncurrent services are specified. 

2. Compilation of demand specialized bibliographies. 
Pp to 100 such machine search and retrieval operations daily 
re specified. 

3. Compilation and high-speed print-out of camera-ready 
Dpy for the Index Medicus. A fundamental objective is to 
~~ the coverage and speed the publication of the print- 
o index. 

MEDLARS represents not only a major step for the NLM 
t also a challenge to the electronic systems industry. The 
ational Library of Medicine enters on this phase with every 
fidence in its success. 
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357 RUSSIAN MEDICAL REVIEWS 


Akademiia nauk SSSR. Fundamental'naia biblioteka obshchest- 
vennykh nauk. Razvitie sovetskoi nauki za 40 let;  ukaza- 
tel' iubileinoi literary 1957-58. (Development of Soviet 
science in 40 years; a bibliography of anniversary litera- 
ture, 1957-58). Compiled by Z. V. Gurko and O. V. Stulova, 
Moscow, 1960. 87 p. 











In connection with the 40th anniversary of the Soviet 
revolution many review papers were published, illustrating 
achievements during this period. Scientific institutes and 
universities of the individual republics took the opportun- 
ity to review their own research activities. This commemor- 
ative literature is the subject of a bibliography published 
by the Academy of Sciences of the USSR. Included are books 
and articles dedicated to the anniversary and published fron 
1957 to March 1959. 

The bibliography is an excellent tool, citing reviews 
of work done during the last 40 years in various fields of 
science. It is divided into the following sections: 

l Science in general. 

2 Science in individual republics and districts; includes 
statistical manuals arranged in alphabetical order by 
an »f individual republics, regions, and cities. 
icademy of Sciences of the USSR and the Academies of the 
‘ederated Republics. 

c Higher education. 

Universities. 
Various fields of science divided into classes according 





' 


to the Soviet classification. 

Most of the references are to journal articles. There} 

are 35/7 entries or medical literature, of which more than} 

3( -epresent periodical articles. Two indexes are given at| 

the end a geographical index by the individual republics, | 
and an alphabetical author and title index. 


COST OF LIBRARY MATERIALS INDEX 


In 1960 the average American medical book cost $8.4l, 
9x $2.05 more than its counterpart in 1949; the average cost 
of a 1960 subscription to an American medical periodical was 
$10.28, compared to $6.94 in 1949, 

These statements are supported by price indexes pre 
pared at the National Library of Medicine in cooperation 
with the Cost of Library Materials Committee of the American) 
Library Association. Abbreviated statistics are given here} 
because the full report of the committee, classified by sit) 
nificant subject areas, will be printed soon. This comp Letel™ 
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report on book and periodical prices, through 1959, exc lu- 
sive of pro-rated services, will be published in the March 
1961 issue of Health, Education, and Welfare Indicators, a- 
yvailable from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Govern- 
ment Printing Office, at 35¢ per issue or $3.50 per year. 








Periodicals - Medicine (Control group, 172 titles) 

















Year Average Price Index 
1947-1949 (base) $ 6.94 100.0 
1956 9.09 ESE.0 
1960 10.28 148.1 
Books - Medicine 

Year Total Books Total Cost Average Price Index 
1947-1949 1,489 $5 9,476.78 $ 6.36 100.0 
1956 649 5,014.82 7 eS 122.5 
1960 674 5,665.90 8.41 132.0 


BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES TRANSLATION PROGRAMS 


At least five separate major translation programs exist 
or are projected for the biomedical sciences, and the Na- 
tional Library of Medicine is intimately involved in two of 
them. 

(1) P.L. 480 Translations. With the National Science 
Foundation as administrative agent, the NLM uses surplus 
foreign currencies to provide a selected group of libraries 
with translations from Russian, Polish, and Yugoslavian bio- 
medical literature. 

(2) Russian Scientific Translation Program. Presently 
at the National Institutes of Health, negotiations are now 
in progress to transfer this activity to the Extramural Pro- 
gram of the NLM. This translation program arranges for the 
cover-to-cover translation, publication, and distribution of 
some nine Russian journals to some 400 medical libraries, 
and makes grants for the writing and publishing of reviews 
of the Soviet biomedical literature. 

(3) Biological Abstracts Translation Bureau. As a re- 
sult of a grant from the National Science Foundation, Bio- 
logical Abstracts will make and publish direct translations 
of selected abstracts from the Russian Referativnyi Zhurnal, 
Biologiia. The publication of 5,000 translated abstracts is 
planned during the first year, and the figure will increase 
to 10,000 by 1963. Chinese biomedical literature may be add- 
ed later. 

(4) European Translation Center at the Technical Uni- 
versity at Delft, The Netherlands. Sponsored by the twelve 
member nations of the European Productivity Agency, it will 
Provide broad distribution of translations of scientific 
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literature from Eastern Europe, including the Soviet Union, 
The Office of Technical Services, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, will cooperate with the European Translation Center 
in bibliographic and other work, such as exchange of trang- 
lations and announcements in its Technical Translations of 
availability of the European translations. More information 
may be obtained from Mr. John C. Green, Director of OTS. 

(5) American Institute of Biological Sciences. Under 
grants from the National Science Foundation this group pub- 
lishes cover-to-cover translations of a number of Russian 
biological journals in such fields as biochemistry, botany, 
entomology, and soil science. 








INTERLIBRARY LOANS 


The 11,791 interlibrary loan requests received by the 
National Library of Medicine in January 1961 constitute a 
record total. By comparison, the Library's total for Janu- 
ary 1960 was 8,273. A small but significant number of these 
requests reveals incomplete or inaccurate references which 
require a disproportionate amount of time to identify and 
process. 

The NLM is no longer requesting libraries to resubmit 
their requests for material which cannot be immediately pro- 
cessed because the volumes are at the bindery; instead, the 
requests are noted in Circulation Division records, and loan 
service is automatically provided, usually within four weeks, 


NATIONAL HEALTH FORUM 


"Better Communication for Better Health" is the subject 
of the 1961 National Health Forum to be held at the Waldorf+ 
Astoria Hotel in New York City, March 14-16, 1961. Seven 
simultaneous group sessions will be held on the afternoon of 
March 14 and on the morning and the afternoon of March 15, 
Highlight sessions are scheduled on the morning of March 16, 
at which suggestions for action will be discussed. The group 
sessions are centered on aspects of communication relating 
to: a) Research and Practice; b) Serving the Individual; c) 
Health and the Public; d) Community Structure and Health; e) 
The Mass Comrunications Media; f) Health Agencies and Com 
munication; g) Communication Research and Education. 

Mr. Scott Adams, Deputy Director of NLM, with Dr. B. W. 
Adkinson of the National Science Foundation, has arranged 
the program for the session on “Communication Among Health 
Scientists" to be held on March 14. 
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Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, February 26, 1960 














